Responding to the Needs of Gifted Students
With Asperger’s Syndrome

A Position Satement of the Minnesota Educators of the Gifted and Talented (MEGT)

Purpose

Asperger’'sSyndrome (AS) isadevelopmental disorder where children have pronounced and persistent difficulty with
socid relationships, poor communication skills, difficulty with motor coordination and sensory integration, and problems
with some aspects of cognition (Lovecky, 2004). The number of gifted learnerswith ASisgrowing; educatorsare
challenged to addressthe needs of these twice-exceptiona students. The purpose of thisposition statement isto
acknowledge the unique characteristics of gifted studentswith ASand to provide recommendationsthat will promote
further understanding of how best to meet their academic and socia needs.

Characterigticsof Gifted Studentswith Asperger’s Syndrome (AS)

Theliteratureidentifiescommon characteristicsassociated withAS:

Absenceof socia and emotional reciprocity Emotiona aoofness
Obsessiveinterest in aparticul ar subject matter Rigid adherencetoroutinesor rituals
Verbd fluency Difficulty with peer relationships
Keenmemory Lack of shared interestswith others
Hyper-sengtivity Difficulty interpreting non-verba cues
Asynchronousdevel opment

Therearesevera smilaritiesbetweentheAScharacteristicslisted aboveand gifted behaviors.

Excellent memory for eventsand facts Concernwithfairnessandjustice
Verbd fluency Uneven devel opment
Hyper-sengtivity Absorbedinaspecial interest

Theabove characteristics provide apicture of the complex set of behaviorsthat combineand collideto produceagifted
student identified withAS.

I ssues and Challenges

Meeting the needs of gifted studentswith Asperger’s Syndrome (A S) presentsunique challengesfor schools. Themain
areasof concern are described below.

Asynchronousdevel opment and itsimpact onlearning for AS studentsisnot well understood.

Theresearch literature on the understanding of twice-exceptional students(gifted and AS) hashad littleimpact
onthe practicesof theeducational community.

Digtrict servicesrarely collaborate and share responsibility for theidentification and education of giftedAS
students.

Thereexistsarecurringissuewith misdiagnosisof ASand giftedness. A thorough evaluationisnot often
implemented to distinguish gifted children’sunique association withAS.

The present curriculum and/or the delivery system of the curriculum may not be appropriate.




Thereisalack of awarenessof strategiesand servicesthat will allow an AS student to succeed.
Studentswith ASmay betaking medications, the effects of which may not be understood by thoseworkingwith
them dueto alack of training.

Thebasic construct of the school experiencewith its schedul es, routines, and expectationsfor conformity isnot
well matched with the nature of an A S student.

Recommendations

Provide opportunitiesfor staff development for understanding asynchronous devel opment with twice-
exceptiona gifted sudentswithAS.

Requiretrainingin ASto hel p educate professiona s about the characteristicsand social emotional needsof AS.
Ensurethat the school nurseisaresourcefor teachersin recognizing the effects of medicationsbeing
adminigtered.

Providedifferentia diagnosisfromthe special education, counsaling, and gifted departmentswhowill team
together, asitisan essential part of our work asprofessionals.

Differentiatethe curriculumfor the needs of A S students. Thisincludes compacting curriculum, breaking
assgnmentsinto small parts, testing out, or changing the pace.

Find strategiesthat will fit the child, such as preferential seating, providing concreterules, spending extended
time on assignmentsand working closely together with the specia education teacher, classroom teacher, and
gifted educationteacher.

Teach self-advocacy skillstothe AS studentsto help them become successful, Provideamentor to assist them
inlearningtheseskills.

| dentify and modify school practicesthat prevent agifted student with ASfrom being successful. Thiswill have
to happen case by case, asoneAS students' challengeswill bedifferent from another’s.
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